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the bird, "Homai," and place it at the head of the pro-
cession of dignitaries, amidst universal rejoicing, while
the music of the national band played. After many cere-
monies, and the delivery of eloquent addresses, they would
open the gate of the cage and release the bird Homai
before the eyes of all the citizens. The bird, gaining its
freedom, would rise higher and higher toward the blue
ether, and then descend on the head of an individual in
the crowd, \\hom the people would hail as the next Ruler,

It was on such an important election day that a stranger
entered the city. He observed decorations of flags and
bunting, and the streets filled with seethiifc? humanity.
Every avenue, like a tributary to the sea, emj t ed its rush-
ing people into the great pt^lic square. All fee seats, tier
upon tier, were filled. Af ]T much pushing and pulling,
the stranger found his \vaufto the square, w^iere a won-
derful spectacle met his viirv. He was thunderstruck at
the lavish splendor of this*sight. While he was looking
at it, he felt some one tapping on his shoulde'r. He was
hot and pressed on all sides. "What do you want, man?
Do you not see that I am nearly dying of sufiocation?"
"Wilt thou make me thy aide-de-camp if thou^irt elected
President of the Republic?" "Pooh! Art p *ou gone
insane, man? I have just entered this city an'** low not
a single soul. I would like to know who woul^jjsgjjtn
absolute stranger to the highest position in the Republic?"
"I think thou dost not know the laws of this country,
neither is there any time for their explanation. Just give
me thy word now." "All right/' the stranger laughed
aloud. "If I ever become the President of the Republic,
thou wilt be my aide-de-camp.'*

Hardly was this promise given, when he felt the sudden
weight of something upon his head. Then he heard the
deafening hurrah of the great multitude which filled the
air and which rocked the very foundations of the build-